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BRYCE CANYON NP 
Visitors annually

1.3 million
Park size

35,835 acres; 
55 sq miles
Park established 

25 February 1928

Number of scenic 
drives in this chapter 

one
Main website 

www.nps.gov/brca

Bryce Canyon National Park  ✰ ✰ ✰ ✰ ✰
 

Bryce Canyon NP follows the north–south orientation of the edge of the Paunsaugunt Plateau  
(Paiute for ‘place, or home, of the beaver’), which explains its long, thin shape. The plateau’s  
striking pink- and salmon-colored cliffs drop to a series of valleys that are filled with a jumble of 
tightly packed genii-like figures called ‘hoodoos’. It’s a phantasmagorical scene. The spires and 
pinnacles have formed mainly through water freezing and thawing within weaknesses and frac-
tures in the rock, a process called frost-wedging. Bryce’s pink cliffs are in fact the top ledge of the  
Escalante basin’s Grand Staircase, which steps down all the way to the Grand Canyon.
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Useful websites
www.nps.gov/brca
www.rubysinn.com
http://utah.com/bryce-canyon-national-park
www.national-park.com/welcome-to-bryce-canyon-national-park

Park contact No: 435-834-5322
Where to stay
Lodging:  www.nps.gov/brca/planyourvisit/lodging.htm
  http://utah.com/hotels/bryce-canyon

Camping/RV: www.nps.gov/brca/planyourvisit/campgrounds.htm
  www.brycecanyoncampgrounds.com

When to visit
• Open 24hrs, all year round 
• Fall/winter: Oct to Apr
• Spring/summer: May to Sep
Best time: May/Jun; Oct; pretty in Dec snowfalls

How long
• Allow at least 1 full day to drive scenic road
• Add additional days if you want to hike

Need to know
• Park lodging at Bryce Canyon Lodge
• Restaurant at the lodge
• Fuel available near park entrance
• Visit park website for latest road conditions
• Cellphone reception: Unreliable; try Visitor Center 

Reproduced here courtesy of National Park Service. For original map please see www.nps.gov/hfc/carto/PDF/BRCAmap2.pdf

http://www.nps.gov/brca
http://www.rubysinn.com
http://utah.com/bryce-canyon-national-park
http://www.national-park.com/welcome-to-bryce-canyon-national-park
http://www.nps.gov/brca/planyourvisit/lodging.htm
http://utah.com/hotels/bryce-canyon
http://www.nps.gov/brca/planyourvisit/campgrounds.htm
http://www.brycecanyoncampgrounds.com
http://www.nps.gov/hfc/carto/PDF/BRCAmap2.pdf
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Ruby’s Inn, just outside Bryce Canyon and our 
resting pad for two days, is an experience. It’s a 
‘historic inn’ but don’t expect too much lingering 
old-worlde gentility. This is a city. A platoon of 
tour buses grinds permanently past hotel rooms 
collecting ant columns of tourists. They stream 
in from the restaurants, the general store, gift 
shop, or the attractions of Old Bryce Town. 

There’s an RV park, a 
car wash facility, ATV 
tours, all endorsed by 
Ruby’s. It’s a bit like the 
Mafia of Bryce Canyon.

Indeed, our double suite was big and spa-
cious, nicely fitted out and with all the mod 
cons, but oh, the noise … thumping footfalls in 
the corridor and rooms above, the clack-clack-
clack of wheeled suitcases, buses idling at the 
front door. (Indeed there are other accommoda-
tion options closer to and in the park, but they’re 
a lot more expensive.)

Our dining experience at the Cowboy’s Buffet 
& Steak Room, part of the Inn, was … interest-
ing. The boys and I noted that already at 6pm 
the lines snaked out the restaurant all the way 
into the cavernous curio store next door. So we 
settled for 8:30. The place was still humming 
but we got a table. 

Not a smidgen of 
America anywhere … 
all the service staff 
were foreign (ours was 
a deadpan Romanian, 
too shy to converse, we 
decided) and our food 
was unmemorable. 

Morning dawned rainy and cold. The temper-
ature had skydived from the 80s to 46°F; it was 
so frigid, an early morning run gave me an ice-
cream headache. For breakfast, scared off by 
Ruby’s dining experience, we found a local Sub-
way with an espresso machine that delivered 
excellent Americanos. What a pleasant surprise. 
The boys found an excuse to indulge in breakfast 
BLTs … waaay too early for me.

An eerie blanketing mist persuaded us to 
try a ‘recce’ drive first, to check out the prime 
photography spots and ascertain the best light 
conditions for when the sky (hopefully) cleared. 
A good time too for watching movies at the Visi-
tor Center, which we did.

The park is generally explored in two sec-
tions: Bryce Amphitheater, which leaves you the 
most awe-struck, and the Southern Overlooks, 
ending at the furthest view site, Rainbow Point. 
A single road (in fact Highway 63) travels al-
most the entire length of the plateau edge, from 
north to south; its 18-mile length, one way, is 
lined by 14 viewpoints. 

Top Tip
As you start out on your 18-mile sce-
nic drive south along the plateau rim, 
all the viewpoints are on the left-hand 
side of the road. The park’s suggestion 
is that you drive to your furthermost 
point first, and while driving back up 
north, only then stop at each site.
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Day 2
»Bryce Canyon to Zion NP
We woke to a beautiful day of 41°F, remnants of 
mist lingering but not too threatening. We set 
off at 8:45am to finish what we’d started the 
day before.

Bryce Amphitheater
Inspiration Point ✪
This, truly, is my utmost favorite and most 
memorable view of our entire South West trip 
(see also p215). Spectacular doesn’t quite cut it 
– words just seem a little feeble. The panorama 
is like a massive concert crowd cradled in the 
curve of the valley. 

Pink-dyed icicles, whimsical spires and frag-
ile pinnacles stand shoulder to shoulder, packed 
so tightly they surely don’t breathe. In places 
they remind me of soldiers, standing erect, regi-
mented, all straight lines and disciplined con-
trol. And behind them, pinched vermilion hills, 
ridges and flat-topped mesas.

There is an awed silence as visitors gape at 
the colors and craftmanship.

I want to stand there 
forever, branding the 
scene on my brain, 
never to forget such 
exquisite beauty. 
Hirsh has to drag me away, kicking like a mule. 
(There is so much more to see!)

Voodoo, hoodoo…
The word ‘hoodoo’ is for real; it’s list-
ed in the dictionary. As a noun, it is 
the erosive process of reducing friable 
rock to a pinnacle. But get this: the 
verb ‘hoodoo’ means to cast a spell or 
cause bad luck. 

Paiute legends
Many stories exist of how Bryce’s pin-
nacles came to be. Called To-when-
an-ung-wa, the ‘legend people’, by the 
Paiutes, one tale involves someone who 
was entrusted with carrying a closed 
sack to the north. He was instructed 
not to open the sack, but curiosity got 
the better of him and groups of people 
spilled out and froze on the spot, con-
demned to forever living in the south. 

Another tells of how the Legend 
People were abusing the land and 
its resources, taking too much and 
leaving too little for Earth’s crea-
tures. Determined to punish them, 
the trickster coyote invited them to a 
lavish banquet, at which they greed-
ily arrived, decorated in their warpaint 
and dressed in their finery. Before they 
could take a bite, the coyote turned 
them instantly into stone, where they 
still stand frozen today.
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